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Policy Title: Transfer Credit Policy 
Policy Number: 4001 

 
1. Purpose 

This policy outlines the principles and framework for the awarding of transfer credit and 
admission with advanced standing at St. Matthew’s University School of Veterinary 
Medicine. 
 
2. Scope 

This policy applies to applicants and students seeking transfer credit or admission with 
advanced standing into the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine program. 
 
This policy applies specifically to the School of Veterinary Medicine. 
 
3. Policy Statement 

St. Matthew’s University recognizes that students may apply for admission with advanced 
standing after completing coursework at another veterinary school. 
 
Applications for admission with advanced standing are welcomed from students from 
veterinary schools recognized by the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) 
and/or the American Association of Veterinary State Boards (AAVSB). 
 
Transfer students are required to complete the same admissions process as first-time 
applicants. Transfer applicants must submit a complete application packet to ensure a 
timely review. 
 
Acceptance of transfer credit is at the discretion of St. Matthew’s University School of 
Veterinary Medicine. 
 
4. Transfer Credit Eligibility 

Transfer credit may be considered where the applicant has completed coursework at a 
veterinary school recognized by the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) 
and/or the American Association of Veterinary State Boards (AAVSB). 
 
Transfer credit is not guaranteed. Each application will be reviewed on a case-by-case 
basis. 
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The University may consider the applicant’s academic record, completed coursework, 
course content, course level, academic standing, program sequencing, and the extent to 
which the previous coursework aligns with the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine curriculum. 
 
Transfer credit will only be awarded where the University determines that the prior 
coursework is appropriate for the program and does not compromise the academic 
integrity, sequencing, or professional requirements of the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
program. 
 
5. Application Requirements for Transfer Students 

Transfer students must follow the same admissions process as first-time applicants. 
A complete transfer application must include all documents required by the University for 
admission review. 
 
Applicants must provide official academic transcripts and any additional documentation 
required to assess previous veterinary coursework. 
 
The University may request course descriptions, syllabi, grading information, academic 
standing documentation, or other information necessary to determine whether transfer 
credit may be granted. 
 
Incomplete applications will not be reviewed until all required documentation has been 
submitted. 
 
6. Advanced Standing 

Admission with advanced standing may be granted where the University determines that 
the applicant has successfully completed equivalent veterinary coursework at an eligible 
institution. 
 
Advanced standing is awarded at the discretion of St. Matthew’s University School of 
Veterinary Medicine. 
 
The granting of advanced standing does not guarantee placement into a specific semester 
or point in the curriculum. Placement will be determined by the University based on the 
student’s academic record, completed coursework, curriculum sequencing, seat 
availability, and program requirements. 
 
7. Work Experience 

The University encourages applications from individuals with related work experience. 
 
However, veterinary technicians and veterinary assistants will not be granted advanced 
standing based on work experience alone. 
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Work experience may be considered as part of the overall admissions review, but it does 
not replace the requirement for eligible academic coursework when transfer credit or 
advanced standing is being considered. 
 
8. Registration and Course Approval 

Transfer students must correspond with the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs before 
registering. 
 
The Registrar will coordinate with the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs for course 
approvals and to ensure that class rosters are accurate. 
 
Transfer students must complete all required registration procedures before attending 
classes or clinical activities. 
 
9. Related Legislation 

 
• Admissions Policy. 

 
10. Responsibility 

Applicants and students are responsible for submitting a complete application and all 
required supporting documentation. 

Applicants and students are responsible for providing official transcripts and any 
additional documents required to assess transfer credit or advanced standing. 

The Admissions Office is responsible for receiving transfer applications and ensuring that 
application files are complete for review. 

The Associate Dean of Academic Affairs is responsible for reviewing transfer coursework 
and determining appropriate course placement or advanced standing, where applicable. 

The Registrar is responsible for coordinating course approvals with the Associate Dean of 
Academic Affairs, maintaining transfer credit records, and supporting registration 
processes for transfer students. 

St. Matthew’s University is responsible for submitting transcripts to another institution 
when requested by a student in good standing, subject to University procedures. 


